
 

West Sussex County Council 
 

Proposed Executive Decision for 3 December 2021 
call-in deadline 5 p.m. on 14 December 2021 

 
The following proposed decision has been endorsed by the Cabinet Member and will 

come into effect at the end of the call-in period unless the call-in procedure is 

activated. 
 

Decision Title & Ref 
No: 

Procurement of a School Information and Financial 
Management System - LS11 (21/22) 

Cabinet Member 
Responsible for 

Decision 

Cabinet Member for Learning and Skills 

Electoral Divisions All Divisions 

Key Decision Yes 

Purpose A School Information Management system (SIMS) 

provides the information necessary to manage a school 
effectively and provides an objective system for recording 
and aggregating information to support its operations. A 

school also has a Financial Management System (FMS) to 
manage its finances and budgeting. 

 
The current versions of these systems have been in place 

for a considerable time and are consequently not as user-
friendly or flexible as more modern systems, which also 
potentially offer improved functionality options that would 

support more efficient and effective working practices, 
which could benefit both schools and the County Council.   

 
The proposal is to replace the current system with a new 
solution hosted in The Cloud meaning that maintenance 

and upgrades are more straightforward. Schools opting in 
would pay for the systems through formal arrangements 

with the County Council. 

Decision The Cabinet Member for Learning and Skills has approved: 

 
(1) The commencement of a procurement to provide a 

replacement information and financial management 

system for all West Sussex maintained schools  
 

(2) The delegation of authority to the Director of Education 
and Skills to award the contract and implement the 
solution following the procurement process and to 

settle a service level agreement through which schools 
would reimburse the County Council for the costs of 

the system. 

Interest and nature of 

interest declared 

None 

Service Contact James Richardson, Programme Manager - Tel: 033 022 

22327 

Democratic Services 

Contact 

Wendy Saunders Tel: 033 022 22553 



 

Background Papers See report for details 

 


